
Code of Conduct Updated June 4, 2023

Purpose
The Partnership for Academic Competition Excellence is dedicated to providing a safe and
harassment-free tournament experience for everyone. To achieve this goal, we expect all
tournament participants, including staff, players, coaches, parents, and other spectators, to
abide by this Code of Conduct. We expect participants to follow these guidelines for the duration
of the tournament, both during games and at all other tournament-related venues and events.

Expected behavior
We expect all participants to treat other participants and the event space with respect and
courtesy. Participants should be considerate of fellow participants’ diverse backgrounds and
perspectives. Participants should be mindful of fellow participants and their surroundings, and
be proactive about reporting any potentially prohibited behavior or dangerous situations.

Prohibited behavior
We do not tolerate harassment of tournament participants in any form.

Harassment can take place through many media, including but not limited to: verbal comments,
printed or written messages, and electronic messages.

Harassment includes, but is not limited to:

● offensive comments related to race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity and expression,
sexual orientation, age, disability, physical appearance, body size, or religion

● deliberate intimidation
● stalking
● following
● unwanted photography or recording
● sustained disruption of games or other tournament events
● inappropriate physical contact
● unwelcome sexual attention
● sexual imagery and language in public spaces

Consequences for prohibited behavior
If a participant engages in prohibited behavior, the tournament director may take any action they
deem appropriate at their discretion, including a warning or ejection from the tournament without
refund. Consequences will be proportionate to the severity and frequency of the violation. If the
prohibited behavior is in severe violation of the above list, PACE may prohibit attendance at
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future PACE tournaments. Tournament participants who are asked to stop any prohibited
behavior are expected to comply immediately.

Reporting prohibited behavior
If you are subject to or notice prohibited behavior at the tournament, or have any other
concerns, please contact one of our misconduct representatives immediately. Their contact
information will be made available in advance of the tournament and in the tournament program.
Misconduct representatives can also be identified in person with special nametags. Misconduct
representatives record information from the reporter and determine if the reported behavior is
prohibited by this Code of Conduct. If they decide the reported action is consistent with the
prohibited behavior described above, misconduct representatives provide an anonymized report
to the tournament organizers, who will determine what consequences, if any, are appropriate, or
if more information is required to make a decision.

There is also an online form that can be submitted to report misconduct. Representatives from
four major quizbowl organizations (PACE, NAQT, ACF, and IAC) examine misconduct reports
and provide an anonymized statement to the four organizations. If a report is submitted via the
online form during the weekend of the tournament, it is unlikely that the committee will be able
to review it, or that PACE will be able to take action, before the tournament concludes.

Tournament staff will be happy to help participants contact hotel/venue security or local law
enforcement, provide escorts, or otherwise assist those experiencing harassment to feel safe for
the duration of the tournament.

I understand and agree to abide by the above Code of Conduct during the 2023 PACE NSC.

________________________
Participant Name (print)

_______________________
Participant Signature

_____________________
Date

________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print)

_______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________
Date
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfndx3DUXgSwpzpweSRLxkErgPlQg4XATE2UaQDJ3EpbpCMPQ/viewform


Media-Release Form Updated June 4, 2023

PACE will have photographers and videographers present at the 2023 NSC. By signing at the
bottom of the page you are agreeing to following:

I, the undersigned, consent to the use by the Partnership for Academic Competition
Excellence (PACE) of my image, voice, or both in photographs, videos, or audio
recordings taken at at 2023 National Scholastic Championship at the Hyatt Regency
O’Hare, or any photograph, video, or audio recording reproduced either in whole or in
part from photographs, videos, or audio recordings taken at at 2023 National Scholastic
Championship at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare. I understand that I am giving my consent
regardless of whether these materials are used on social media, PACE’s website, or for
advertising, publicity, or fundraising.

I warrant that I have the full right and authority to grant this consent.

In addition, I waive all claims to royalties, compensation, or damages based on the use
of my image or voice, or both, by PACE. I also waive any right to inspect or approve the
edited photographs, videos, or audio recordings before their publishing.

I understand that this consent is perpetual, that I may not revoke it.

Please check this box if you would prefer photographs, videos, and audio recordings of the
participant not be made. By checking this box you understand that the participant may still
appear in photographs, videos, and audio recordings throughout the tournament, despite the
best efforts of the staff of the 2023 National Scholastic Championship. This form only applies to
players at the 2023 National Scholastic Championship. Non-player participants are responsible
for making their preference known themselves.

________________________
Participant Name (print)

_______________________
Participant Signature

_____________________
Date

________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print)

_______________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________
Date
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